A BRIFF, PITHY 
DISCOURSE 


Upon 1 (orinthians 14. 40. 
Let all things be done decently and in Order. 


Tending to ſearch out the Truth in this Queſtion, : 


Whether it be Lawfull for Church-Governours to 
Command and Impoſe indifferent decent things ( not 
abſolutely neceſſary z inthe ME: cr of Gods, 
worſhip ? 
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* A Brief, Pichy Diſcourſe upon _ wi 
1 (orintbians 14- 40- anſier 10 Dr: 

: Read Parſon 

Let all things be done decently and germ. 


idle Vifiecation 


il Order. Sermon, 
( printed, 


I C2 upon 
FE LL {1 conceive ) that this place, 1 Corinthians 1 4. Te, By 
4O. Let all things be done decently and in order, holdeth Throughout 


forth touching the point of Decency and Ocder, which he 
makes his own 


my be ſummed ap in theſe particulars. | 
Firſt, That the whole Church and every [Member COONS 
thereof are to perform all the dutics of Gods worſhip in rule of Decen- 


a decent and orderly manner. cy, wichour 


Secondly , What the Church and Members thereof ood 


are to do in this kind; That the Church-Governoure ys al 

may and ought to ſee ie done. ; 
Thirdly , That it being the duty of Church-Gover» 

nours to ſee that all things in the Congregation be done de= 

cently and orderly; It is therefore their part in eminent 

meaſure to be able to diſcern and judge what is decent and 

undecent, what is orderly and diſorderly. 

Now, when 1 ſay, it is gheir part, | mean, it is theic duty; 

Their place and authority requireth it, not chat they al- 

wayes have a power & Spirit,of diſcerning to judge aright 

in this Caſez For, it ſeemeth, the High-Prick with the 

reſt of his Brethren and Prophets, yea and David himſelf, 


all of them chought it decent to bring back the Ark of the 
A2 Lord, 
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Lord upon a New Cart, which afterward David bimfelf 
ſaw and confeſſed ir, was not done after due order, $ Chron. 
15.13. From whence it appeareth ( fince they alſo are ſub- 
jet to errours in this kind) that ic will not be ſafe for 
them to judge and declare the decency of things by no bet- 
ter a rule than their own wiſedom, judgement and plea- 
ſures Bug even they alſo, as well a#f the people, miit be 
guided by ſuch rules Bbc _y Ghoſtdire& ch us unto 
SIRE in this Caſe, which,wP the holy and infallible * Scrip- 
\ Pet. 1.16, ures, and with Scripture , Nature and Civil- Cuſtomes; 
19. Ifay. 8.2., Yea and wil/lingly alſo admic the lawfu}] Cuſtcm of the 
Luke 16. 29. Church or Congregati»h in which a man liverh.,;+ Forito 
judge of decency by all ch:(& Rules we have warrant in 
Scripture,zs 1 Cor.14. 33,34-1 Cor,11.14 & 16. 
And indeed, they who are to approte themſe/wes in all 
: their proceedings, {as * Perl gid) and as all Churche 
wh, ng 3 + Maſters onghe to do, to every Mouny conſcience in the ſight of 
js rt 20] com+: Cod, 01ght to be ſegipully emdeo by theleparcerns.” 
mardca'us ro | It is not fit forihim' (1 ſay) to give for the ground 
obey ovr Su- of their proceedingp,itheir own wifedome and pleaſure, but 
pcriou's, they je tehooves them $0 juſtifie their doings therein f:o0m ſuch 
bs rules, as every gbod Conſcience may ſteapproveable, 2 
Biſho5s io:the C07. I: 12. 33. it, 2 
Dafrine of Fourthly and laftly, this place in hand hofdeth forth 
Chriſt , notin'a[ſo farther this tFgth , that whatſoever thing che Church 
CO ſeeth by thoſe fgrmer cules to be indifferent and decent, or 
+. acmmgtray which Church-Governiors ſhall by theſe-rule declare ſo to 
Mores firſt be, thoſethings may and ought lawfully co be done. 


” 


—_—  —— 
.2 
x 

7 


Book, p. 286 For farther deaiſng whereof, and the better deſcribing 


of the power of Church-Governour# In theſe raters; Is 
may be obferved,that cf decent things lawſull co be done in 
Gods Church, ſome are; 1. Indifferent and decent only; As to 
preach ina Gown or sCloak, whereof the one is no more 
neceffary or expedien: than che other, But now they are 
© become Laudable Ceremonies, whereas before they were 
© bue Ceremonies alone. Now are they become neceſſary 
©Rites, godly Inſtitutions, feemly Ordinances, when e- a- 

ore. 


. . 
_ 


| Upoya Corinthians, 14+. 4+ 3 | 
| © fore they had. Such names, and be that diſobeyerb them 
(hail riot on/y$e Mddreda Schiſmatick , or Felon, but alſo 
condemned as a Traſtor againſt the King » as Jobn Bale Bp, bf | 
Ofſery wrices in his Image of both Churches, 6n Apoce13.f. x08. + * * | 
2. Decent and Expedient ; As to abid? in linglelife, a”. | 
to enter into mariage 3 of which though mariage 
in time of perſecution be inditterent, yet fingle life 
is more Cxp<dient , to prevent the troubles of the 
Fleſh, x Cor. 7. 26. &c. 
| 3. Necefſa'y and decent, either alwayeez As for a Woman + , c,, ,, 
| to keep * filence in the Church : Or atleaft Hic& 34.15, r Tim, 


Nunc, in fome places and at ſome times, ſo as the 2. 11. 12, 
negl:@ thereof would be uncomely and unexpedi= 
ent, by Itght of 


1. Nature. 
2. Scriptare. 
3 Cuſtome. 


As, a* Woman to be unvailed in the Congregation in * 1 cor. 11 
Eaſtern Countries; ſo, to * abſtain from bloud, whillt the 5410 11, 
eating of it was offenſive to the Jewes, ED * Adis 15, 29. 

Now , for fuch things as are necefſary and decent, Church» 

.Governours have power to give order and commandement 

concerning them. As did the Synod ar Feruſalem touching 

thoſe things, which they called Neceſſary, to wit, Neceſſary 

during the time of the offence of the Jews; which was neceſ- 

ſary to be avoided, A75 15.28,29,1Cor.20.32.Of ſuch things 

as are decent and expedient , Church-Governors alſo have 

power to declare the Decency and Expediency of them, yea , 

* and to adviſe and perſwade the praQiſe of them; but not” 7 <+7- 55 


" bd - . = I 4 I 
- to give an Order or Law tobinde the people thereunto = 2 hs. " *'N 
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> farther than themſelves ſhall find it expedient and decent cap. 11. 4, 5»- 
«for themſelves. T3, 14, 15,16, 
*Y: Thus in point ofabiding in Single-life, in time of the 

Churches Diſtrefle, the "—_ gives bis adviſe and judgement: 
| 3 3 Cer. 
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* Sec Dr. : 
Barnes hisDiſ- 
coule, that 


Mens Conſti- 


recions biad 
not the Con- 
ſcience : p. 
257. to ol. 


Objecion. 


Anſwer. 


* 1; Cor.4.r.2. 
2 Ccr, 1. 14 
Luke 12 4z. 
to 49. TH, I. 
7.1 Pet, 5-3» 


Nate this. 


1 Cor, 7. 25, 49. Yea-and perſwaded to it , for aveyding 
trouble in tte fleſh, Verſ, 26. and 28. but would not bind them 
70it, neither in point of Conſcience nor of outward pradiiſe, as ba= 
ving, no command for it from the Lord, V. 25, In which reſpe& 
he calleth ſuch a commandement ( if he hadgiven it) « 
Snare, V. 35*” 

And herein th& power of theChurch-Governours falleth 
ſhort of the authoritie of Cirvill Majeſtrates, who mey in ci- 
Vill-matters make binding Laws for «ny thing expedient, for pub- 
like weale , which ſubjetts are reedily to ſubmit unto, 1 Pet, 
2. 13. Tit. 3-1. Rom. 13. 1.2.5, 

Burt * Church-Governours have not the like power in 
matters Eccleſiaſtical, to make binding Laws for any thing 
expedient in the Churches behoofe, unleſſe Necellicy be 
joyned with cxpediencie. 

Againſt this it may be objeted, Paul had power to com- 
mand Phil: mon that which was convenient; Phil, 3, There- 
fore he might make a Law commanding the Church ſome 
expedient decent things, 

[t follows not; For firſt, its one thing to give a Com- 
mandment for once, and that in a particular caſe, as here; 
another thing comakea Law to bind One alwayes to doe 


the like. 


Secondly, it is one thing to command a particular per- 
ſon,in caſe only of a private wrong, who may owe himſelf 
eo a Church-Governour, as Philemon did to P4ul : Another 
thing to command, yea to givea ſtanding command & bin- 
ding Law to a whole Church, in Worſbip or Ceremonies, 
to whom he proſefſeth himſelf only a Servant or Minifter, 
2 Cor. 445. over whom he hath ns autbority, but only * Stew» 
erdly or Economically, co wit, when he (peaks in kis Lords or 
Maſters namegnot in his own. As the Stewardin a family 
hath not power over his Mafters Spouſe,but when he ſpeaks 
or ſhews his Maſters command or dicetions, not his own. 

But, of ſuch things as ere only 1ndiferent and Decent , 1 
do not tind in Scripture that ever Church Governours did 
lawfully adviſe and perſwade them; Much lcfſe charge and 
command tnem. And that this place in hand, 1 Cor.r 4.40. 

doth 


- 


—C————— 


doth not give them any ſuch power ( though it be much 
urged to this ead _) may appear from thele reaſons. 
Firft,the place ſpeaketh not of Indifferent Decent things, 
but ofNeceffary-Decent thingsonly the negle& wherof was 
andecent,and diſorderly, by the lighe of Nature, Scriptuce 
Cuſtom. As*for Men to wear long-hair, women to be bare- * i; Cor. 11; 
© headed,e: brayd their hair, for women to ſpeak in the Con» to 18 c- 14, > 
© pregation, as alſo for men to ſpeak many of them at once. *2 35: 1 Tim, 
Secondly, the words of this place run not thus, Letall 7 750 F87. 
decent things be done; Oc, let all «hings judged or declared © ” 
by the Church- Governours to be decent,be done; bur thus, 
Let all things, (to wit,all E-clefiaftical matters; As all cheOcr» 
dinances of God thar are done in the Church,all the duties 
of Gods worſhip; Whether Praying, Propheſying,Plalm:s, 
Sacraments, or the like ) be done decently & orderly, in or= 
derly and decent manner. 
But whether in that decent manner, which Church Gover= 
nours do appoint, or in ſome other,that the Apoſtle limit» 
tevh not, but only requireth that all be doxe decently, which it 
ic bedone( in any decent manner, geſture, warrantei by 
Scripture or Nature) his cule here preſcribed is fully ob- 
ſerved and followed. 
3- Thirdly , the ſame may appeaz out of this place by 
this argument, 
If this Text of the Apoſtle did give power and authority 
to Church: Governours to command indifferent decens 
things, then he chat ſhould tranſgreiſe the commandement 
of the Church therein , ſhould alſo tranſgreſſe the com- 
mandement of the Apoſtle: As, look what Order or As of 
Juſtice any civil Governour doth by vertue of the Commil- 
fion of the King, He that violJaterh ſuch Atts,or tranſgreſ- 
ſeth ſuch Orders , cranſyrefſeth alſo againſt the Com- 
mandement and Commiſſion of the King. 
But,ie appeareth to be otherwiſe in this*caſe, as for in- See D.Parvesz. 
Kance, Thar mens 
If ebe Church- Governours command a Miniſter to pre:ch al. os —_ A 
wayes ina Gown ( it bring indifferent and decent ſo to 491: « gi? WC pea 
that ſhall now and chen preach in a Cloak , tranſpretterh 297.0 300. 
the 


the command of the Churchy But nor of the Apotile : For 
he thac preacheth in a Cloak, preacheth alſo decently, of 
® ge La Cer Elſe Whereto ſerveth Tertu/lians Whole Book, * de Pallic. 
da his Com- New, ito be it b: dane decently, then it is all that the 
mentary rule of the Apoſtle requircth In this potne, 
thereol, Th like may bs (akd of praying,and of receiving the Lorgs 
Supper flinding, kneeling ar fit (ing, which are all three lawful ine 
Mar. 11. ue, different and decent peftures » warranted by * Scripture Preſi 
Lu. 18. 11, dents, and Sitting (the geſture which doubrleſs Chrif and 
2 Chron.6.23. his Apoſties uſed when they inſtituted and received the Lords 
Lu. 22 4% Supper) is a poſture of Dumility and Reverence as ws!) 2g 
_— % - aq Knceling, alwajes uſed at Supperr and Feaſts amonse all Ng- 
36.c. 21.5. tions, as St. Auguſt. Enarcativ in Pial. 126.& 133.& ad Sim- 
2 Sam. 7. 18. plicianum, 1. 2. qu. 4. Gulzelmus Stuckius, Antiqu. Conyi- 
x Chron. 17. vialium, I. c. 33. 1. 2. c. 34,and I/alews in Mat. C.25.P.294, 
+++ ql lag $0299 and in Mar. Cc, 11, Ve 25, prove at large 3 Theretore 
+ Mar. 26.9, © confine Chriſtians to pray , or receive the Sacrament only 
20, Mar. 14. kneeling, not ſtanding or ſitting, or elſe to cen{ure or dehar 
18, Lu 22.14, them trom theſe Ordinances! , muſt needs be without the 
27, 30e ©*4 verge ofthis Text,and to of Church: Governours JuriſdiQi- 


> © _ on, and a high encroachment upon their Chriiſtiaa Lj. 


pkila&, Beda, berty. _ 

Beza, Walzus, But, becauſe this point is of great conſequence both for 
Buxtorfius Church Governours and others co be truly informed in £ 
- 9m ig give me leave to clear the ſame from ſome other arguni:ns; 
NOTES To wit, That it is not in the power of Church-Governours to com- 
mand things meerly decent and indifferent in the worſhip of God by 
Order of Law. That ſo Pcelazes & Clergy-men may bc righe 
well aſſured, God never gaveunto them authoricy to make 
and eſtabliſh ſo many Ceremonies 8nd Traditions which be 
contrary to the liberty of the Goſpel, and are blocks in 
Chriſten mens wayes, that they can neither know nor obs 
ſerve the ſame his Goſpel in liberty of Conſcience , or 
attain a ready way to Heaven; as Fobn Purvey atticmcs it: bis 

Articles, Fox As and Monuments, p.7.11. 712, 
Firſt then, that which exceeds the bounds of Apaii -!i- 
cal authority and ftraightneth the bounds of AT” [ie 
x1ty 


Upon it Corinthians 14. 40. 


Jl 


berty, is not in the power cf any Church-Governour 
tro commend, | 

Bar to con.mand indifferent decent thinvsr, by order of 
Law, excecdeth the bounds of Apoltolical authority , and 
fraipghin:th the b.unds of Chriiizan Liberty, Ergo, &c. 
Tte former of thels, to witt, that to command indifferent 
decent things excerd-th the butinds of Apoſtolical authori- 
ty,appeareth from the Commillion granted tothe Apolilcs, 
which was the largeſt Commitliion chat ever Chriit gave ro 
any Church- Governours, © Mat. 28. 20, Where cur Savi- 
our giveth them Commithion, to reach all Natisns to obſerve 
all things whatſoever he had commanded them, 

Now, all chings whatſoever he hath commanded them 
are Neceſſary, not inditterent for the people to obſerve: lt 
therefore the Apoſtles over and above the Commandements 
of Chriit, which are neceſſary, ſhould teach the people to 


* This was the 
Argomcur of 
Joarnes de 
Weſalia, Abb: _ 
Uſpergentis , 
Paraleipomes- 
0a, Þ 4193 
to prove. 


obſerve indifferent things allo , which Chriſt - hath not Qved Pralati 


commanded, they ſhall exceed the bounds of their Com- 
muſſion, 1 Cor. 11. 23. Cc. 144 37+ 1 Cor. 74 6. 10, 

Ic will be jn vain to objcR, that our Saviour here ſpea- 
keth only of matters of DuQrine and Faith , not of Go- 
vernment and Order : unleſle ic could be proved, that our 
Saviour elſe where did enlarge this Commilſion , and gave 
th.m more uniimiced power in matters of Government z 
Order or Ind:tterency : Which for oaght | can ſee no man 
£023 abour to do, unlcs it be from this place of the Corinth. 
which hath been already cleared ({ as I hope ) from any 
ſuch meaning. 

As ior the ſecond or la'ter part of the Aſſumption , that 
to command indiff-rent Decent things ſtraightneth the 
bounds of Chriſtjan Liberty,is of it {elt evilent.For,where- 
as(for Example,) a fingle man or w+man are ar Liberty to mare 
7y where they will, i Csr.7.39. It the Apnfile had bound them 
trom marriape by any command of his, though they had 
received that Gitt of Continency, yer he had then ſtraight» 
nedand deprived them of their Liberty in that particular , 
1 Tim. 4+ 3+ 4. Cl, 2.20,-21.1 "4 3536-37, 3839, 40- 

Ic 


non habent 
avtoritaren 
inftituendi 
leges, 
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Ob effion. 


Anſwer. 


It is wont to be excepted apainit this, that Chrittian 
Libercy ſtands not in the freedome of outward Actions, 
but only in the fredome of Conſcirnce. 

As long theretore as there is no D arinal neceſſity put 
upon the Conſcience to limic the lawtulneſs of the ule of 
outward things, Chriſtian Liberiy 1s prelerved, though 
the uſe and practiſe of outward things be limitced. 

Wherero | aniwer; 1, That the Apottle in this caſe 
leaveth the people of God at Liberty, not only in point of 
Conſcience for lawfuineſs to marry; Bac even in ou: ward 
& Ations and Praftiſe. Lei bim do ( ſaith hz ) what bewil', 
© be ſtaneth not, let bim be marryed,VVerſ.36.38.As who ſhould 
fay, the Conſcience being tree trom lin in it, 1 will put no 
tye on the outward practiſeto reitrain it, 

2. T hat true Chriſtian Liberty, conhiſteth principally ia 
the free Afual uſe of things lawful and indifferent in themjeives, 
and thePcohibition oi their free Actual uſe to Cihiittians is 
expreſly cenſured as Anti-evanyelical, a badge of falſe Apo» 
files, of Apottates from the faith, Hypocrices, men of ſeared 
Conſcienc 8s, Anti-chriſtian Vſurpers, 1 Tim. 4.1.3. 4 Now 
the Sptcit ſpeaketb expreſly,that in the later times ſome "4ll depart 
ſrom the faith, erving beed to ſeducing Spirits, ard Dettrines 
af divels; Speaking Lyes in Hypocriſy. having their (*-nket- 
ences ſezred with an hot Jron , forbidding to Parry, 
and commanding to abſfain from meats wich God bath 
Created to be received with ZThanksgiving : For every 
Creature of God is good , and nothing to be refuſed if it be 
received with Thansgfving ; For it zx ſanGiified by the 
word of God and Prayer, Cel. 2.20, 21. Wherefore if ye be 
dead with Chriſt from the Rudiments of the World; why as 
though living in 1his Warld are ye Subje to Ordinances ? ( or 
Canons ) touch not, taff not, handle not ( no not Guds 
Ordinances, Sacramentr,Creatures,buc in ſuch Veſtiments, 
Gefturer, Poftures ) which el are to periſh with the uſing;which 
things bave indeed a ſhew of UWisdome in will-wozthip, and 
Puniſhing of the Body, i Cor.q4. 5, 6 Yave we not pow- 
er to Cat and to Dzink? Yave we not power ts lead «- 

bout 
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bout a Sifter, Wife, as well as other Apoſtles, and as the Bretbren 
of tbe Lord and Cepbas ? compared with verl. 19, to 24. Rom. 
1.4+2,3. For one believerb that he may Eat all things anotber who 
is weak Eateth Herbs; Let not bim that Eateth deſpiſe him that 
Eateth not;and let not him which Eateth not, judge him thatCat- 
eth; For God bath received bm. Wo art thou that judgeſt 
another mans Dervant?7o his own Maſter be ſtardetb and fal- 
le to. But why doſt thou judge thy Brother(or refrain him in the uſe 
of things inditferent ) or why doſt thou ſet at nought thy Bro« 
ther? We ſhall all ftand before the Fudgement Seat of Chriſt? &c. 
Let us not therefore judge one another any moze , but judge 
this rather that no man put a ſtumbling block or an eccaſion to fall in 
bis Brothers way,@c.to witzby any rettraints,Canons,Inhibi= 
tions,Cenſures,in or concerning things or ceremonies that 
are but indifferent, and not abſolutely neceſſary by Gods 
preſcription,or the nature of the things themſelves. There- 
fore to prohibit any Miniſters of the Goſpel who are able 
and faichtull co preach the Word , or to excommunicate 
or caſt them, or any other confciencious Chriſtians 
out of the Church, or debar them from the Sacrament , 
becauſe they cannct wear a Surplice, knee] at the Lords 
Table or Sypper , or conform to every Pur Gilio in the Li- 
turgy or Canons, andto deny them their Chritijan Liber- 
ty in the free uſe or forbcaring of Ceremonics which are 
only d:cent and inoifferent, is dir:&ly repugnantto Chri- 
fitan Liberty, the Goſpel of Chriit, and ro As 4 18, 19, 
20, Ch. 5. 27, 28,29, 41, 42+ 1 The. 2.144 15,16. 3 Fobn 
9. 10. Rev. 13.16, 17.1 Cor. 7.8, 9. 25, 26,27, 28, 35, 
36, 37, 38» 39, 40 Gal, 5. +3, 14 . 


The ſecond reaton may be this; They whoare not to Argument 24 


judge or :cenlure another in differences about circumſtan»- 
tial chings or matters of Indifferency, they (!urely) cannor 
make a binding Law, that ali men (hall be of one mind or 
of one prafiſe in f{uc'; things, Bur the former is true, 
from the rule of the Holy Ghoſt, binding all Chrittians , 
even the Apoltle as well at others, Rom. 14. 3, Let not him 
that eateth deſpiſe bim that eateth nor, and ler noc him 
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A Brief , Pithy Diſcourſe 


Objeclon. 


Anſwer- 


Argument 3. 


+ gce Niceph. 
Cal. Ecc!cl. 
Hiſt. |. v, 2. 0. 
33: 34+ 35, 
Socrates Ec- 
cleſ. Hiſt. 1. 5 
C. 21, 22. 

I, 7F« Co 28. $5- 
* gfe Ats 21- 
23, 24, 16327-+ 
Euſebins EC- 
clele Hiſt. l. S, 
Co 21, (0 25- 
in the Engiiſh 
Tran(i:t10n. 


Objection 


Anſwer 1, 


Note this; 


——_— 


that eatcth not judge him that eateth, for God hath recei- 
ved him, Col, 2. 16, &c. Ergo, &c. 

But if it be ſaid here, that this place ſpeaketh only of 
private Chriſtians, not of Church- Governours, 

I anſwer ; The place ſpeaketh of Chrilt;ans private and 
publick , ſeeing it reſerveth and reterreth the judgement of 
our Brethren in ſuch like things, not co publick perſons, 
but only io Chrift, Rom. 1.4.4. 10. 

The third Argument or reaſon is this : They who did 
accomodate themſelves in the uſe of indiff:cenc things ac- 
cording to the judgement and prattiſe of all Chrittiang 
whereſoever they cane, they (ſurely) did not make Laws & 
bind Chriſtians to accummodate themſelves to their own 
judgement and praQtice in the uſe of things Inditferent ; But 
the Apoliles of Chriti(and the Þ Chriſtians too in the primitive 
Churches ) did accommodate themſclves in the ut: of Indif- 
terent things according to the judgement and praftice of all 
Chriiians wh re{ocver thry came; as appeareth frum the 
* Apoltl.s Example. 1 Cor. g. 10, 21,22, 73, To the Jews 
(faich fic ) | became a« a Jew &c. Ergo, &c. 

But, here it may be vbjcRe.', though the Apoſtles rather 
choſe to uſe their |.iberty and their l-nity than their autha- 
ritie in theſe in liff reve (hinges, wherelvever they came; Yet 
if they had pleaſed, they might have uted their Apot olical 
anthoritie in-bining all Churches tv their judgements and 
prodice in ſuch things, | 

Hereunto | anſwer , firſt, that doube]-'s if they had re- 
ceived any ſuch authority, thry would in twme place or 0= 
ther, arid at one time or other hive claim-d ir and praiſed 
it: For, a (word rever u'<d : ulteth in the (cabbar. 3 And, 
Fruftra eft puteniia gue 1u:quam venit in actum. Ic 1s a true 
Axiom”, 4nd pertinent to wi at we ſpeak of. 

Secon ily, I ſay, that the Apotile him(el: doth clear the 
point, when he coveſſerh he Cid thus accomm dare himſelf 
even to the wealn-t]-s of Chrittians, leaſt b- ſhoauld abuſe 
by autto1ty in the Goſpels Cor. 9. 18, 19, 20, Q chat ſuch 
Gouvernuis as plead their tucc.ſhon to the Apoſtles, and 

doe 
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doe challenge in ſund: ie paſſages of Government Apotta- 
ſtolical authoritie, would be pleaſed to fiud'e and emulite 
an Apoltolical Spirit ! | | 
Let a fourth Argument be this, T hat if the Synod of A- Argument 4, 
poſtles, Presbyters and Brethren of 7eruſal:m did reach 
their authoritie no farther, than to Jay upon the Diſciples 
necks the yoke and burchen of N: ceſſary things, and that on- 
© ly during the time while they continued Neceſſary; Then 
©* may not any ſucceeding Synod reach their authoritie to * See 1 Cor, 
Jay upon the Church Commandements and Canons of 7: 5» *2 40- 
* indifferent things; For, this Synod at Feruſalem was and I "Y 
© ought to be the pattern and prefident of all Succeeding z, ,. Mar.5. 7 
* Synods; For, Primum in unsequoque genere eſt menſura reli» 3,9g. Match. : 
QUorum, 15, 9 Gal. 1, 
And our Saviour teacheth us to refute aberrations from 792 *3» 12: 

Primitive-patterns with this, Aath, 19 8. Non ſic fuit ab II 
initiz, From the beginning ic was not fo : But the Synod 
2t Jeruſalem reached their authorictte no farther than to lay 
Commandements upon the Diſciples only nuching Neceſſary 
things, Ads 15, 28 Necellarie (1 ay) either in them{. lves 
( as abſtaining from Fornication.z) or at leaſt in reſpe& of pre- 
ſent offence, as abſtaining from blood, &c, 

And ler me conclude this Argument taken from the A- 
p' ſtle Paul his intercourle with the Apoſtle Peter, about a 
matter ot this kind : It the Apolile Peter was to be blamed 
for compelling the Gentiles by his example to obſerve In- 
diffrent things or Ceremonies of the Jewrs; Then other 
Church-Governours will be as much blame- worthy for 
compelling Chriſtians by Law and by grievous cenſures, to 
obſerve the Ceremgnies now in queſtion, though chey 
were Indifferent. Bu?, the Apoſtle te]ls us, that Peter was to 
be blamed in this Caſe, Gale. 2 11. 14. Ergo, &c. 

Now , if any except thereai ( 28 ſome are wont to doin Objeion. 
this caſe) and fay, that Peter was therefore blamed, becauſe 
the Ceremonies to which he compelled the Gentiles were 
nut urged as things Indifferent, butas Neceſſarie to Juliifi» 


cation and Salvation, 
wy -. I anſwer, 
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| anſwer, This is but a mereevalion, and wili ftand them 
in no ttead ; For, icis certain, Peer did not account them 
as necuflary , he knew the contrary, nor did he lo uſe chem 
hinſelf, nor ſo compel others to them; But, knowing 
his Liberty for him (a Jew) to uſe them among the 
_ , he uſed them onely when the Jews came down 

com Jeruſalm, out of a tender care to prevent their of- 
fence. | 

But; you will urge again, and ſay: The falſe Teachers 
didurge them as necefſary. 

I an{wer; Vihie then? So did the Chriſtian Tewcs at 
Feruſalem y. yea Paut bimſelf uſed them 1here, Acis 21. 23, 24, 
26, 27. nutwithitanding the corrupt opinion of Worthip 
and Necetlity which they put upon then, as much as ever 
did the falſe Teachers in Galatia 

Why then { will you ſay ) did Paul blame that in Peter, 
which he praftifed himſelt ? 

He had indeed blamed Pcter for that which he praftiſed 
himſelt,if he had therefore blamed him for practiling ſuch 
Ceremonies, becauſe they were urged by others with a 
corrupt opinion of Necefſicy and worſhip. 

What was then the difference that made the praiſe 
of Panl lawful] inuſing the Ceremonies at Feruſalem , and 
the practiſe of Peter unlawfull in uſing the ſa:.e Ceremo- 
nies among the Gentiles at Antioch, 

| anſwer; The difterence was this : Though that cor- 
rupt opinion of the neceſlity of the Ceremonies prevailed 
alike in both places ; yet the Ceremonies themſelves had 
not the hke warrant in both places. In Fernſalem they 
were known to have been the C:mmandements of God, 
and were not yet known to the Chriſtian Jewes to have 
beea abrogate4, and therefore at Feruſalem they had 


_ warrant from God to ulethem, to avoid the offence of 


the weak Jew there; But at Antiochand all other Churches 
of tie Gentiie> they were (at beſt) but things Indifferent, 
as ha» ing neve! been commanded of God there; Whence 
tt was, that Pet r ſaw 11s Liberty to forbear them there at 
hi fiſt comnung., Whac 


[ 
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What was then the Sin of Peter inreſuming the praftiſe © ere. 
of the Ceremonies there ? 

Ris Sin was double, Firſt, the abuſe of his authority Anſwer. 
in the Church, for that unawares by his Example he com- 
pelled the Genres to the uſe of ſuch Ceremonies, as himſelf ſaw 
Liberty to forbear amongſt them; And which having - 
never been commanded by God to them, he had no pow=- 
er to impole on them. His other Sin was, the diſſembling 
or concealing of his' Chriſtian Liberty. which he ſhould 
then (then) have ſtood upon, when he ſaw the falle teaci- 
ers urge thcſe Ceremonies upon the Gentiles as well as ujon the 
Fews, to the prejudice of their Chriſtiaa Liberty, 

When things that are indifferent are commanded to be 
done of neceſlity (as now all Popes,and Prelates Ceiemo- 
nies are )) then are not the ſame to be obeyed, becauſe the 
ſame deſtroyeth our freedom in Chrii}. 

The Sum. of all chis will lead us by the hand one ſtep 
farther, namely; if it bea fin in Church-Governours to 
command ( eſpeciaily upon ſt:i& penalty ) Indifferent de- 
cent things; Ic will bea finallo in Miniſters, and im pri- 
vate Chriſtians to ſubſcribe Ex animy, and to yield obedi- 
ence by Conformity to ſuch command-, although the 
Ceremonie= were as good (indeed) as they were pretend=- 
ed (which * | believe they are not) Indifferent-Decent- *This was the 
Things. For, doth not ſuch volnntarily Subſcription and Fenn = 
Cunforming to them build up our Churca-Governours, Fr he 
yea and with them (that which is moſt to. be taken to 
heart of us, our Soveraign civil Governours alſo inthe 
confidence) that ſuch Commandements are as well law- 
fully given by them, as received and obeyed, yea confirms 
ed and allowed by us? ; 

Now to build up or edifie a Brother to fin, is proper- &F 
ly to offend a Brother; For the proper definition of an+ 
offence 15, that which edifieth a Brother unto Six, as the ori= 
ginal word expreffeth it, 1 Cor. 8. 10. and (o to fin againſt 
a Brother, is to wound his Conſcience ; Yea, and as much as 
in us lyeth, to cauſe him to periſh for whom Chriſt died; 
Which 1s no better then Spiritual Murther of his Soul. 
Now.. 
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Now, if thus to edifie any Brother to fin be ſo heynons 
an offence, how much more heynous an -ftence is it, to 
edike our Governours co the giving and urging of ſich 
Commandement:, yea and to the ſharp Centluring of all 
others, as refraftory and faftious perſons, Who Cioole ra- 
ther to undergo the lofſe of the greateſt Comforts they 
enjoy in this World, then to wound the Conlciences 
citaer of them{el ves or of their Governours., 

It is crue, by forbeating obe.tience to thoſe Com- 
mandements we offend che Spirits of our Governours, 
aud make them to be ( chough cauſeleſl; ) offended with 
us; But by yielding obedience to thele things we ſhould 
offend their Con:ciences in edifying them to lin, and pro- 
voke the Lord to be offended wich them. Better they be 
offended with us, without fault, then through our fault 
God to be oftended with them and us. | 

It is not for Chriſtians ; Muchlefſe for Miniſters, to re- 
deem outward peace and Liberty ar fo dear a price as the 
hazzard of the blood of lo many pretious Soul, e({pecially 
of our Governours in higheſt place and Authority. Thrs 
waz the Authors Judgement, with whom our Martyr 
Mr. Will, Tyndall concurs, in his Anſwer to Mr,Moores firſt 
book , p.285,286.Qur Prelates ought co be our Servants, 
as the Apoſtles were, to teach us (hrifts Do&rine,and not 
toLord over us with their own, Peter called it tempting of 
the Holy Ghoſt, Acis 15 to lade the Heathen with oughe 
but that which neceſſity and brotherly love requireth , 
and Par! rebuking the Corinthians and Galatians tor their 
over much obedience, warneth all men to ſtand faſt, and 
not to {utter themtelves to be brought into bondage. 
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